To Russian Interreligious Committee 

To World Summit of Religious Leaders 

DRAFT DECLARATION

FOR DIALOG BETWEEN LEADERS OF ETHNO-NATURALISTIC AND WORLD RELIGIONS

Dear members of Interreligion Committee, Dear delegates of the World Summit of Religious Leaders!  We address to You on behalf of  international organizations — World Congress of Ethnic Religions (WCER) founded in June, 1988,  — and Circle of Pagan Tradition founded in March, 2002.

The Circle of Pagan Tradition defends interests and rights of religious people of various native religions and supporters of ethno-naturalistic traditions,  and presents the following declaration.

We express a sincere strive for an open dialog with representatives of world religions in the name of  peace and prosperity of our  peoples and wish the successful work of the Summit. 

In Russia, as in many countries of Eastern Europe and of all the world, in spite of formally declared tolerance and equal rights, there exist numerous difficulties for starting an open dialog between  institutions of world religions and associations of ethno-naturalistic and Pagan confessions.  In the past, aggressive wars, colonial and religion politics of christian and moslem countries were usually accompanied by persecution of believers of native ethno-naturalistic religions, by the destruction of their ancient culture and by embedding of alien religion. 

Both the ancient Russia after the crucification and the new autocratic Russia  have not avoided this practice, including bans on Pagan  ceremonies, destruction of sanctuaries and sacred groves, introducing professional limitations for  unchristened, forced removal of children from parents with the purpose of converting them to another religion, the economic compulsion to the reception of a new faith, and the enslavery of those who would not accept it. 

The addicts of Pagan faith are persecuted nowadays though not so hardly both in Russia and in some Eastern countries. They are subjected to a systematic discrimination, and assaults of their religious feeling and slander. 

It is a shame that at the Archbishop Sobor on October 3, 2004, the head of Russian Orthodox Church declared the Paganism to be the m a i n t h r e a t  of  XXI century, and Russian Defense minister Sergei Ivanov  equated shamans to brothel keepers. 

The initiative of Russian Interreligion Committee of gathering  religious leaders in Moscow on July 4--5, 2006,  can help us to overcome these recurrences, mutual fears and offences of the past, can serve as a step to normalization of relations  between religions.  We declare that the  heads of ethno-naturalistic religions are ready to participate in this Summit. 

It is of a special importance to provide  the participation in the Summit for representatives of native peoples of Russia  — the Summit initiator country that should preserve traditional culture and beliefs of its own peoples. These peoples include Slavish and Finn-Ugor groups,  peoples of the North and Siberia, of Far East, Altai and Caucasus.  We can invite representatives of these people to the Summit proceedings. 

The principle position of our international unions  concerning acute problems of modern policy and our attitude to representatives of other religions are presented in the  following documents:

Declaration of World Congress of Ethnic Religions (WCER), June of 1988. The Bitsa Appeal (?) of the Circle of Pagan Tradition, March of 2002;  and the Statement "On the religious and ideological basis of the relations of Pagans to people of other faiths and outlooks", November, 2004.

We agree with the concept expressed by metropolitan Cyrill: "Stability and international cooperation to a large degree depends on how the relations between religions, outlook and traditional values of people will be formed".  Joining this concept we propose to organizers and future participants of the Summit to find enough courage and to perform the principal step in this direction: to end up the world religion hostility towards native ethno-naturalistic beliefs of peoples. 

Remembering millions of innocent victims of religious wars and fanatism, of the persecution and discrimination during past millennium, we declare the following.

1. We condemn all crimes against humanity, all religion persecution and discrimination that were accomplished under banners of any religions, were inspired by appeals of their prophets and priests, by sacred texts or wrongly interpreted religion values. 

2. In the modern world, it is inadmissible to justify violence, persecution and discrimination under religious motivation, although ancient sacred religious writings would sometimes call to a destruction of people of other religions,  to a superiority of one faith of ethnos upon the other. The religion leaders must explain to all their pasture the fact that these calls must be considered only in the historic context, allegorically, but not as a program of action. 

3. We confess the freedom of conscience not only as the freedom of choosing, change and rejection of a religion, but also as a freedom to create and spread any ethico-philosophical doctrine of religious and non-religious character and consider it as the freedom of choice of Good or Evil. We declare that every religious and non-religious man has his right and duty to give a moral estimation of any event in his life and of his surroundings, estimation that is based on his own choice of conscience and his own outlook.

4. Many ancient texts sacred for Christians, Judes, and Moslems, contain obvious features of an extremism, religious and national  superiority, including open and straight calls to killing people of another faith, and destruction of their sanctuaries. In history, it often served as a justification of crimes.

Leaders of world religions (except the resolution of Second Vatican Assembly) have no moral right to require respect  to their religion values as long as  they "wash hands" in view of these facts, refuse from the public blame of this historical practice, from reconsideration of idolistic interpretation of old sacred writings, and, in particular, would not respect outlooks of native Pagan believers and outlook of atheists. The refusal of religious leaders from the historical  responsibility of their confessions for the inducement to  extermination of peoples and suppression of cultures of non-orthodox beliefs based on religious motives must be appreciated as conniving to religious fanatism and extremism. For the protection of life and dignity of people and all  citizens, we appeal to the world community and governments to impose  hard limitations on the creation and activities of such  confessional organizations including ban on spread of their sacred texts. The concession to fanatics, the reveal of a weakness in front of them is much like the concession to terrorists and leads only to the increase of violence.

5. If the religious leaders of some world confessions are not going to reject the "language of hostity and hatred" with respect to each other, believers of other religions and non-believers, then in this situation, the government  institutions and world community must provide the equality of rights  before law. Either any reveal of the "language of hostity and hatred"  must be banned, or the believers and non-believers must have a free right to use any criticism, any satire, and any other activity in art or  science for self-defense of their outlook and dignity  proceeding from the equality of rights in the expression  of their opinion, the equality of freedom of concisenesses and the freedom for the defence in a religious-outlook struggle.  This choice denotes the admission of all religions and of  non-religious outlook, the acknowledgement of a fight of  their representatives for souls and conscience of people to be a private affair of citizens as much as it does not pass to a direct appeal to violence.  And this means that religious leaders should acknowledge  the priority of secular governments, secular forms of education and moral that should guarantee the personal security and social stability  in front of different religious institutions and religious values. 

6. Some governments including Russia transform  the political correctness and ban of "the language of enmity and hatred and of inspiration of religious and national difference" into a hypocritical coverage of the discrimination of people by their religious belonging. If religious texts or images of world religions, though  being of divine character, insult the dignity of non-believers or  believers of other confessions, then any country acknowledging  the United Nation declaration of Human Rights must treat these  in the same way as cartoons insulting religious or national  feelings of people.  Accordingly, closing of publications allowing insults of any believers must be followed also by closing religious publications allowing insults of non-believers. Any other conception means the discrimination of citizens  by their religious feeling and outlook. 

7. European countries including Russia must  restore the historical justice with respect to ancient beliefs of their peoples, to confess the responsibility of their governments for a thousand year long destruction practice of native ethno-naturalistic beliefs of their peoples and to take measures of reconstruction of ancient sanctities and sacred groves, protecting graves of our ancestors and other religious values. We are heirs of ancient culture of Europe and Asia and we demand to acknowledge our right for the prolongation of ancient traditions and we demand equal rights with other world religions, and the right to follow traditional naturalistic way of life of our ancestors. 

We consider the Summit to be successful if the common activity will be initiated in preventing the expansion of religious extremism and intolerance, of rooting out the practice of persecution and discrimination by religious motives, and if the right of each citizen for the freedom of conscience in the full extent will be protected as well as the right to support ancient traditions and the right to follow  traditional way of life of our ancestors.  This opens the way to a new Renessanse throughout the world,  like that in the XIV-th age, when the revealing of works of pagan antic philosophers,  scientist, and poets promoted the formation of culture of New Times, the works that up to now have been serving as a basis of classical education.  The necessity to solve global and ecological problems requires opening the door for new culture synthesizing the best experience of our ancestors of all nations, religions and  outlooks.  Acknowledging the responsibility for the spiritual and cultural  inheritance of our peoples,  the representatives of the ethno-naturalistic beliefs of our countries are ready to start a dialog with world religions. Such dialog will stimulate setting of mutual understanding between our  religious peoples and the removal of enmity and religious intolerance from both sides. 

We expect a confident and open talk, a face to face conversation with the purpose to blow out the thousand-year religious hostility between us. But we will never refuse from our native faith and from ethno-naturalistic outlook of our ancestors, which we will pass to our children. Fire and Sword are impotent in front of our will! 

It is enough to gather stones for throwing at people. It is time to seed forest and grow up children! 

This document is approved in April of 2006 by Circle of Pagan Tradition, supported by a community "Rodna Vira" from Chekhia, and is open for subscribing by other Pagan communities.

From the Council of the Circle of Pagan Tradition 

Co-president of the Council, 

Volhv (wizard ) of Native Faith Community “Slavya” Lubomir (Dionis Georgis)

…

